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History of ANSA NSW Branch 
 
Date Line 
 
 On the 12th August, 1967: – Steering Committee was formed consisting of the following people: 
 
  PRESIDENT   John Bethune 
 
  SECTRETARY/ 
  TREASURER  John Erskine 
 
  PUBLICITY   Dick Lewers 
 
 On the 4th May 1968: – The NSW Branch of ANSA was formed with the following office bearers: 
 
  PRESIDENT   John Bethune 
 
  VICE PRESIDENT  Dick Lewers 
 
  SECTRETARY  Don Brooks 
 
  TREASURER  Hank Newman 
 
 On the 13th November 1968, the St George Sportfishing Club became the first ANSA NSW 

affiliated club. 
 

 On the 8th October 1986, ANSA NSW Branch became incorporated. 
 

 On the 12th February 2000 ANSA NSW Branch became one of the founding members of the 
Recreational Fishing Alliance of NSW. 

 
 2007 ANSA celebrated 40 years. 

 
 2018 ANSA celebrates 50 years. 
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President’s Report  
“What a year it has been” – I seem to use this opening statement every year and this year is no 
different.”  
 
For the past few years I have used the opening statement above to start my presidential reports. I 
have got to say that 2019 / 2020 will finally be the year that my Presidential catchphrase will get 
retired.  
 
Having used this slogan in my previous few opening statements, this year has been way different, 
once in lifetime stuff I hope.  
 
I am looking for a new catchphrase for my next report; “I hope we never see another year like 
2020”, “with 2020 finally behind us”, “good riddance Covid 19” are on my radar but in the meantime 
I am really struggling to put a positive spin on the past year - but it has been positive in so many 
ways that we should not forget what we have achieved. 
 
It has been a remarkable year that brought us together from the fish kills to the bushfire crisis that 
engulfed NSW during December, January and February  and then with the current Covid 
pandemic. I have sat back and watched the ANSA NSW clubs respond to the situations with great 
pride. From banding together during the bushfires that saw clubs like the Eurobodalla Fishing 
Alliance and especially Narooma Sport and Gamefishing Club cement their places in their 
communities with their bushfire responses and leadership. From us here at ANSA NSW, a huge 
thank you to Les Waldock and the Narooma club who opened their club up as an emergency 
shelter, well done Les and the membership. Many other clubs chipped in to help out so a collective 
thanks to all.  
 
The other issue has been the struggle with Covid, both at a club and committee level. I know last 
year I wrote about the fact that our focus needs to be making the job of running a club easier for 
the members to participate and drive greater connection between the NSW Clubs.  Today the 
recreational fishing community has changed significantly due to the digital age and modern 
practices, but more importantly the impacts of Covid 19.  
 
If anything Covid 19 has seen all clubs adapt to a very restricted club scene, the likes of which we 
have never seen before. I have watched the clubs embrace social media, become creative in the 
way they engage their membership and watched them struggle with keeping the ship on an even 
keel but they are managing and evolving every day so thank you to all the members and 
committees who make this happen.  
 
In this day and age the mental health benefits that fishing provide are well documented and the 
literature available is wide ranging but when it is put into perspective in today’s Covid 19 situation -  
fishing is by nature a reflective and meditative activity that forces you to slow down and enjoy your 
surroundings. People fish for many reasons. Some fish just for food and some for sport, while 
others just want an excuse to be outside or get together with friends. No matter what gets them out 
there, any fisherman can attest to the supreme sense of relaxation and calmness that spending a 
morning or evening doing their favourite activity provides. This very quality has made fishing a 
popular therapeutic exercise used by counsellors and therapists who work with veterans, people 
with chronic illnesses, and others who have experienced trauma in their lives. I didn’t write that but 
I realise how important fishing is and how important the clubs are in looking after their members 
and that we have been doing it for a long time before Covid 19 hit our shores.  
 
The politics, letter writing and representation roles that come with the job are challenging roles to 
deal with, but the welcomed distractions have been working on the Fishing 4 Therapy Project and 
Angel Ring Project which provide a welcome relief for all of us.  A massive thank you to all who 
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work behind the scenes and keep the ball rolling for these projects and the next chapter for these 
projects, whatever they may be.  
 
I did promise to remain upbeat and every single ANSA NSW member, Club Committee member 
and State Executive member should be extremely honoured and gratified that a small 0.001% can 
be pivotal in swaying how the NSW and Federal Governments decide on all of the stakeholder’s 
access to the land, water and resource. This is why all of us should put our hands up to lead, build 
our clubs up and try and leave the fishery in a better way than we found it. 
 
Stay safe and stay in touch. 
 

 
Stan Konstantaras 
President 
ANSA NSW 
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Vice President’s Report 
2019/20 has been a pretty tough and challenging year for all of us. Initially with prolonged drought 
putting our inland river systems under duress with major fish kills across the state and then 
followed up by bush fires raging across the nation causing unbelievable damage and havoc for 
regional NSW with loss of life, extensive injury, damage to property and horrendous impacts upon 
our wildlife and fishery habitat. Just when you expect things might be turning for the better we then 
get hit with the Covid 19 pandemic and its harsh but necessary restrictions on personal freedoms. 
You have to wonder what’s next. 
 
As a consequence of these natural disasters ANSA has had to be adaptive to the change of 
circumstances and their impact upon members and recreational fishing activities. Because of travel 
restrictions, social distancing and the embargo on fishing within Victoria and Qld associated with 
the original pandemic lockdowns, ANSA at a National level had little choice but to suspend all 
National Records and Masters Awards effective from 1 April and to send out a message 
encouraging the cessation of all competitive events and club gatherings and for members to stay at 
home to protect their health and that of their families. These suspensions were lifted on 31 May but 
we are keeping our options open should the second wave of the pandemic worsen. 
 
NSW Branch immediately adopted these measures across NSW and regrettably major ANSA 
sanctioned events such as the Sydney Sportfishing Tournament, Glenbawn, Lake Lyell, Burrinjuck 
and Eurobodella conventions  had to be cancelled causing major challenges for the host clubs that 
had invested time and money preparing for these events. Hopefully there will be an opportunity for 
these events to be kicked off again in the new year if restrictions are softened. Our member club 
networks are also enduring the impacts of the lockdowns with club member meetings, in house 
fishing events and social gatherings being put on hold. 
 
ANSA National being mindful of the financial hardship being experienced by clubs and members 
also very generously reduced its 2020/21 member affiliation fees by 50% and wiped all fees for 
students and juniors. These fee reductions were fully passed onto NSW members by the ANSA 
NSW Committee. 
 
Our NSW public liability and defined accident insurance providers were also approached to see if a 
reduction or rebate of premium could be considered having regard to the much reduced level of 
ANSA club and membership competitive activity. While sympathetic to our situation our insurers 
could not accommodate such concessions. 
 
While all this seems like a tale a doom and gloom one positive to emerge has been the unexpected 
but welcome increase in recreational fishing activity across the nation including NSW. With many 
now working from home there are new opportunities to go fishing mid week and many are taking 
advantage of this new lifestyle opportunity to enjoy a day out in the fresh air doing what they enjoy 
with their family and friends while still complying with social distance and gathering restrictions. 
Ironically some of our more popular boat ramps have experienced a threefold increase in usage 
mid week and are packed out on weekends. The tackle shops and camping retailers are also doing 
reasonably well which is great news for that business sector and the tackle wholesalers  are now 
seeing a resumption of stock  supply from international markets. Regional travel and 
accommodation also seems to be on the road to recovery after a disastrous year and a welcome 
boost for regional economies. 
 
ANSA National is looking at ways and means to capitalise on this surge in recreational fishing 
activity and we are in conjunction with the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation (ARFF) 
developing an extended version of the Tackle Box App which will facilitate the capture of fishing 
activity, capture details, fish identification, location data together with photograph and video 
imaging. This technology will be free and will capture the sort of data that is essential for the 
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facilitation of virtual fishing competitions and events and or traditional club competitions and events. 
Adam Martin (NSW Branch Competition Recorder) has been extensively engaged with the Tackle 
Box project which is being managed by ARFF with funding provided by Marine Parks Australia. I 
am also directly involved via my role as a Director of ARFF. It is the intention of ANSA NSW to use 
this technology to run a number of state wide events which will fit around Covid 19 restrictions and 
potentially facilitate the development a new national competition model which will complement the 
existing competition agenda both during and post the pandemic. More details on the availability of 
the Tackle Box App and the new suite of virtual events and competitions will be released shortly. 
 
Also on a positive note ANSA in conjunction with other peak body members of ARFF has 
successfully reached an agreement with the Federal Government and the commercial sector which 
will see no changes to the Commonwealth regulations governing recreational fishing for Southern 
Bluefin Tuna. There have been no changes to SBT State bag and size limits or the allocation of the 
recreational fishing share of the SBT global catch limit between states or the imposition of a 
mandatory capture reporting requirement. This is a victory for common sense after more than a 
decade of frustrating negotiation between stakeholders and the Australian government. All we need 
now is a good run of SBT off the NSW coast. 
 
ANSA via its membership role on ARFF is also a sitting member of the National Recreational 
Fishing Council which was set up by the Coalition government to replace the former Recreational 
Fishing Round Table. So far we have had one virtual meeting with Senator Jonno Duniam, the 
current Assistant minister for Forestry and Fisheries, and he seems to be genuinely interested in 
working collaboratively with the recreational sector on Commonwealth fishing related issues. 
 
The Australian government has also generously come good with an $8 million Fish Habitat 
Restoration funding package which will be delivered by Landcare Regional Land Partnership. This 
funding package was an electoral commitment given to ARFF prior to the last Federal election and 
was initially to be managed by ARFF and its member bodies. While this did not eventuate there will 
undoubtedly be many deserving rehabilitation projects that will now go ahead much to the benefit 
of our fish habitat. Details of projects to be funded are yet to be announced but Ozfish Unlimited 
which engages in numerous national fish habitat rehabilitation projects and has a very strong 
presence in NSW, will hopefully be a beneficiary of some of the $8 million and spent on NSW 
regional projects. ANSA is a foundation member of Ozfish and I have served as a director of the 
company since its establishment. 
 
I am also pleased to report that I was appointed as a recreational fisher representative on the 
Temperate East Marine Park advisory Committee (TEMPAC). The Temperate East network of 
marine parks covers a number of offshore locations adjacent to Bermagui on the NSW south coast 
up to Bundaberg in Northern Qld and includes reefs and canyons adjacent to both Lord Howe and 
Norfolk Islands  and deepwater canyons and mountain peaks extending well into Commonwealth 
waters almost as far out as our National borders. The interests of recreational fishing in these 
Commonwealth marine parks has been well received by all members of the TEMPAC committee 
who represent a diverse range of stakeholders including conservation groups. 
 
The NSW Branch Committee will continue to engage with NSW Fisheries band other government 
agencies in terms of preserving recreational fisher access to our waterways - fresh and salt and - 
and to ensure that any new proposals for state marine parks or state significant developments will 
involve constructive and genuine consultation with the recreational fishing sector - current issues 
on the boil include a proposed cruise ship terminal at Yarra Bay and a new Ferry Service and 
wharves at La Perouse and  Kurnell - both of which are located in Botany Bay a declared 
recreational fishing haven. There is also ongoing lobbying for a state government buy out of the 
Southern Fish Trawl operation and for a review of the NSW Impounding Amended (Unattended 
Boar Trailers) Act which prohibits boat owners from legally parking their boats outside their homes 
for more than 28 days and risk of fine and impoundment for any breach. 
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Looking forward, hopefully 1920/21 will be a less formidable year and we can all get back to a level 
of normalcy and enjoy the company of others and put the risk of health back into a more balanced 
perspective - and of course enjoy more fishing and a resumption of ANSA activities.  
 
Keep safe and keep fishing 
 

 
John Burgess 
Executive Officer/ Director - ANSA National Ltd 
Vice President - ANSA NSW Branch 
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Secretary’s Report 
 
Another eventful year has past and the committees’ commitment has once again been put to the test. Covid 
19 has seen restrictions imposed on our member clubs and has postponed a lot of our conventions, but we 
are all still actively pushing through the barriers and in one way or another, surviving. Our challenges are not 
over, but we’re putting in a good effort. Stay strong. We’ll all pull through. 
 
Once again, ANSA was called to stand up, defend and curtail various issues to ensure that our members’ 
rights and those of every recreational angler in NSW and throughout the country were upheld and protected. 
Our membership can be assured that ANSA has been well represented at both a State and Federal level. 
 
The committee has worked hard to ensure that membership renewals were processed. This was a big 
challenge for our membership officer Pat Ashbury and treasurer Tony Steiner. Big thanks to both of you. As 
most would be aware, Pat Ashbury has stood down from membership, as she has moved to Queensland to 
be closer to her family. I take this opportunity to thank Pat for her commitment and endless hours of work as 
our membership officer and wish her all the best in retirement. 
 
The committee ensured that all the lasted updates for the ANSA NSW 12 Month Competition, Records and 
Masters were distributed as regularly as possible and updated on our website. This is a massive job. Well 
done to our recorders for records, masters and competitions, Bruce Tozer, Rob Sinclair and Adam Martin. 
Thanks for your commitment throughout all the year. 
 
Our project co-ordinators, Stan Konstantaras, Tony Steiner and Chris Anagnostou have perform 
exceptionally well with our Angelring, Fishing 4 Therapy and Newtag projects in the last year. Recognition at 
all levels of Government, both at a State and Federal level has been massive. More lives saved through the 
Angelring Project, successful and useful data gathered through our Mulloway & Snapper Tagging Project. 
The Fishing 4 Therapy Project has been halted for the time being as funds have been exhausted.  
 
To the remaining committee and other volunteers, THANK YOU! Your commitment is very much 
appreciated and I look forward to working with you all once again. 
 
Promotional Material 
As you must all be aware, ANSA promotes itself through what it does and stands for, but if you are looking 
to promote ANSA through your clubs or at conventions or your local community do not forget that ANSA has 
promotional brochures available and there is always ANSA ware that can be purchased. If you need any 
more information on promotional gear, please get in contact with me and I will guide you through the 
process. 
 
Committee Meetings 
The Committee meets quarterly during the fishing calendar year with its most recent meeting being August 
2020. Don’t forget clubs are more than welcome to attend committee meetings as they see fit. It probably 
would not be a bad idea to come and see how things are run at a State level. It can be very rewarding and 
many hands make light work. We are always looking for new enthusiastic club members to join the 
committee and help run ANSA NSW. 
 
The Email Database 
The ANSA NSW email database currently hosts all ANSA NSW affiliated Clubs. Most of the Clubs on the 
database have minimum one contact. In total, the database hosts more than 120 points of contact, which 
includes Sportfishing NSW members. As in previous years, the electronic mailing system has really helped 
ANSA NSW operate more efficiently, economically and has aided their capability for distributing up to date 
information quickly. If you are not receiving electronic information from ANSA NSW please let me know and 
I will most definitely add you as a contact to the database. Do not forget, ANSA NSW has an email protocol 
and your addresses will be used for distribution of ANSA NSW information only. 
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Club Newsletters 
It was very encouraging to see that ANSA NSW Clubs are sending out more newsletters than ever before. It 
was especially encouraging that information distributed by ANSA NSW featured in the newsletters. Well 
done to all those club volunteers that put their newsletter together. Keep up the great work! 
 
The Website 
The ANSA NSW website is the central information hub for all ANSA NSW members. It is a vital tool for 
distributing information, so make sure you visit at least once a month for any new updates. Not all 
information is distributed direct via email. 
 
The ANSA NSW website has been maintained regularly through the past 2019/2020 year and is currently up 
to date. Anything you would need to know about how ANSA NSW operates, how to start a club, how to join 
ANSA, competition updates, and record updates etc is on our website. 
 
Facebook 
ANSA NSW has a Facebook page. Currently the Facebook page has more than 840 likes. A considerable 
number, but we would really like to see more people like the page. So if you haven’t liked the page yet, do it 
right NOW!! Log on and like ANSA NSW on Facebook.  
 
https://www.facebook.com/ANSANSW 
 
Instagram 
Our instagram page has really taken off. With consistent posts more and more people are following ANSA 
NSW on instagram. Credit must go to Adam Martin who finally got the instagram page moving and linked it 
with our Facebook page. Follow us on instagram.  
 
ANSA_NSW  
 
The ANSA NSW Committee is always here to service our membership efficiently and effectively, so please 
do not hesitate in approaching the committee about anything. 
 
Enjoy your year and stay safe, 
 
 

 
 
Joe Garufi 
Secretary 
ANSA NSW Branch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ANSANSW
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Treasurer’s Report  
Our financial year finished with a combined balance, being the combined Main & Project accounts, 

of $ 20,118.73. 

We had a drop in income, against budget, for Club & Member affiliation fee’s however the Direct 

Membership was slightly up. 

We were able to achieve a saving in Insurances and Post / Stationery with almost everything 

changing to electronic processes. 

There was an increase in meeting costs due to the Telstra Conference calls we were using but this 

will now stop as the Committee has opened an account with Zoom, dramatically reducing those 

costs. 

All existing Grants & Funding have finished with all being finalised, funds received and dispersed. 

This year ANSA NSW received a single donation of $4000.00 to help cover the expected shortfall 

in revenue from the Corona Virus and this has kept us financially sound for the 2019-2020 year.  

Budgets for 2020 – 2021 have been hard to work out, due to the ongoing issues surrounding the 

Virus and the impact it will have on the Local Club scene.  

We also were still experiencing issues with Clubs sending payments but no paperwork to 

accompany it. It would be preferable to receive paperwork details with or prior to payment as 

otherwise we do not know how to allocate the funds being received. 

As Treasurer I would like to thank the other Committee members for their ongoing support & help 

through the year. 

 
 

 
Tony Steiner 
Treasurer 
ANSA NSW 
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Membership Registrar’s Report 
Total membership as at 30 June 2020 stands at 1,059 members in 30 clubs, a decrease of 136 members from 

FY118-19. The following table shows membership numbers by club for the year 2019/2020. 
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Recorder’s Report - Competitions 
12 Month Competition 
 
Bushfires, pandemics, mass job shortages, social distance restrictions and significant impacts on 
all of our personal and professional lives has seen the 2019/2020 competition year suffer in more 
ways the one, but there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
Analysing the 2019/2020 year with last year’s report, the data suggests the astonishing events on 
NSW have indeed impacted the 12-month competition and how we interact with recreational fishing 
in general. Of the possible 75 positions to be awarded there was 12 spots unfulfilled, most of which 
were fulfilled prior to social distancing measures took place. Ten clubs participated in the 
competition with Terry Tatton of the Wollongong Sportfishing Club making a stellar effort once 
again. A total of 98 submissions were accepted to the competition with the line class categories 
being the most contested section of the competition, a first in a decade. 
 
At the end of the competition year, the competition was below its own benchmark from the past 
decade. Trending analysis prior to Covid-19 suggests participation levels were in decline without 
help from the pandemic impacting participation efforts. Interestingly, over 90% of those who 
participated the last two years returned again for the 2019/2020 year. Very little new uptake. Make 
no mistake, we are at a crossroads with two possible outcomes. Continue doing more of the same 
thing and follow a pathway to collapse or take advantage of very real opportunities that will soon 
present themselves to ANSA National, ANSA NSW along with its clubs and members. 
 
There is no room to assign blame anymore or obstruct moves to innovate to meet the future needs 
of the membership. Competitions styles that was once successful methods that elevated ANSA to 
heights of prestige among the national recreational fishing community during its golden years no 
longer serves the needs of most of its membership nor attracts new membership. Doing more or 
less of the same thing will only produce the same results of years past which is leading to 
stagnation and collapse whereas if we begin to do something different driven by innovation, value 
adding to existing formats we will undoubtedly see change that is sorely needed. 
 
For this to happen we need to create a new competition system which makes it much easier for 
everyone to submit fish for the individual, family, and club levels. All these levels of participation are 
captured and funnelled to one point, at a state level. Also, what needs to happen is everyone to 
play their part if they want their club and ANSA NSW to succeed for another 50 years. Each 
member needs to put in a little effort in their own way, every club committee must find the energy to 
invigorate their club and participation and the ANSA NSW volunteers will play their part helping 
connect the dots. 
 
Working for Australia’s national recreational fishing peak body the Australian Recreational Fishing 
Foundation (ARFF) puts me in a unique perspective. I speak with many different clubs throughout 
Australia, many of which operate differently to ANSA clubs, but all face the same challenges of 
becoming irrelevant. ARFF currently has the Tackle Box pilot project underway which is a mobile 
app platform with fishing club competitions catered for. Soon there will be an opportunity for ANSA 
to tap into this new technology and revolutionize how it delivers its 12-month competition to its 
members at the very least. It is my hope we can bring this innovative mobile app to ANSA NSW 
soon, but in the meantime please go fishing for the reasons you hold dear and don’t forget that the 
12-month competition exists and perhaps send in a submission. Tight lines. 
Adam Martin 

 
ANSA NSW | 12 Month Competition Recorder 
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Recorder’s Report - Records 
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Masters Keeper’s  
The ANSA Masters system was designed to develop fishing skills, initially with a bias towards 
fishing with light lines, however over time it has evolved in order to provide the angler with 
additional challenges in categories such as; Tagging, Freshwater Impoundment, “Length Only”, 
and “Species” Master Awards to name just a few. 
 
Whilst this year we only had four Masters Awards, it was good to see the continuation of a growing 
trend in applications beyond the line based categories. 
 
These are all fantastic personal achievements and on behalf of the ANSA NSW Committee, 
congratulations to our members who obtained Masters Awards this year:   

 
Travis Anderson (Sportfishing NSW)  

 Master Angler - Sportfishing 20 
 

 
Deborah Logan (St George Sport Fishing Club) 

 Master Angler - Length Based Species 10 Yellowfin Bream 

 Master Angler - Length Based Species 10 Dusky Flathead 
 
Karl Rusmussen (St George Sport Fishing Club) 

 Master Angler - Length Based Species 10 Dusky Flathead 
 

  
I would also like to encourage all clubs and members to have a look at the breadth of Masters 
Awards that are available as we would like to see many more awards being granted this year. Also, 
please keep an eye on your individual captures as many of you are possibly only in need of that 
last elusive capture or two to be eligible to lodge your claim.    
 
 
Regards, 
 

R.Sinclair 

 
Rob Sinclair 
ANSA NSW Masters Keeper 
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Environmental Officer’s Report 
2019/20 will be remembered for a very long time as the year anthropogenic climate change boiled 
over in our state, devastating the natural environment across many areas, decimating wildlife and 
poisoning our waterways. It was also a year in which many decisions, across levels of government 
flew under the bushfire, then COVID-19 radar. 
 
An example of what I couldn’t help to think was cynical exploitation of the times is the recent 
approval of a developmental fishing permit for the harvesting of Gloomy and Maori octopus in 
waters as shallow as 10 metres. It was only by chance that ANSA NSW realised approval had 
been sought, as was the case for applications made for “developmental” commercial fishing of 
Crystal Crab, seaweed and temperate water reef fish. The failure of the NSW Government to pro-
actively consult with recreational fishing bodies is telling. 
 
A 12-month, four fish box per week permit to allow cultural netting in pristine Wagonga Inlet and 
Mummaga Lake (Narooma area) has been granted, bringing the support of some and ire of others. 
Early reports show some tremendous social benefits in the local indigenous community however; 
again important stakeholders such as the Narooma Sport and Gamefishing Club and ANSA NSW 
were not adequately consulted before the decision was made. Regardless of the opinion of our 
membership as to whether this should be allowed or not, we need to keep up the rage on 
consultation. 
 
On a more positive note, ANSA NSW has had its offer for scoping and practical assistance in the 
restoration of oyster reefs in Botany Bay (and other sites as the research progress) accepted by 
NSW Department of Primary Industries. Early correspondence has been extremely positive and a 
good working relationship is developing between the parties. I note some good work on a hectare 
of oyster reef base in Port Stephens has already taken place in NSW.  
 
Climate change, human interference and pollution have led to widespread depletion of shellfish 
reefs and associated ecosystems. Any work we can do to restore this vital marine habitat will not 
only improve the recreational fishery, it will also provide economic benefit to commercial fishing and 
related industries. Stan Konstantaras has worked tirelessly seeking support for the recovery of the 
Botany Bay shellfish reef environment. There will be many more opportunities in other areas as 
well. 
 
On the topic of Marine Parks, some of you would have enjoyed the taste of freedom of old as five 
sanctuary zones in the Batemans Coast area were opened (with conditions) in December (me 
included). I can see more compromises being made in the future subject to ongoing considerate 
use of the areas.  
 
To complete my report I would like the opportunity to express gratification for the privilege of two 
years within the inner leadership circle of ANSA NSW. The ANSA NSW committee are a selfless, 
committed and passionate bunch and it has been an absolute pleasure sharing dialogue and 
common goals with them. Due to increasing commitments associated with my growing family I 
have decided to take a step back in 2020/21 however will remain on call if there is ever a need for 
assistance. 
 
Thank you all and signing out (for now) 
 

D. Moran 

David Moran 
Environmental Officer, ANSA NSW 

 

https://www.begadistrictnews.com.au/story/6782270/cultural-netting-go-ahead-lands-mixed-views/?cs=509
https://www.begadistrictnews.com.au/story/6782270/cultural-netting-go-ahead-lands-mixed-views/?cs=509
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Angel Ring Coordinator’s Report 
2020 and Beyond: 
 
With all funds expended over the years we will now need to consider how we manage or continue 
with this project into the future.  ANSA NSW has coordinated this project as volunteers for over 20 
years and we cannot see ANSA NSW applying for more funds to continue this arrangement.  There 
is only so much we can do as volunteers and the amount of money and time it has cost many of us 
personally is not viable, albeit it has been a highly rewarding project and community service to 
have been a part of.  
 
How do we handle the installed infrastructure under this project, do we have to remove it or what 
will happen to it is a question that we need to resolve into the near future. 
  
ANSA NSW is still incurring costs associated with this project such as phone line rental to receive 
the 1800 free call number, requests for more rings and replacements and our ongoing commitment 
to community groups / fishing clubs who we cover the cost of maintaining rings in their areas.  We 
do not have the funds to continue doing this and have already expended some of our own 
member’s funds to keep the project going until a final report could be submitted. Although the 
Recreational Fishing Alliance of NSW has been helping out with the purchase of angel rings and 
postage, this is an informal arrangement that is not sustainable into the future.  
 
Discussions have already occurred at ANSA NSW on the future of angel rings in NSW and some 
ideas have been considered and we will be engaging with NSW DPI on how best to progress these 
into the future. 
 
Stay tuned for more updates as we have engaged the Police and Emergency Minister and DPI on 
a plan to develop a tender process to outsource the management of the Project beyond 2020. Who 
knows, an ANSA NSW member might put their hand up to run this as a paid contractor beyond 
2020…. 
 
Don’t Put Your Life On The Line 
 
 
 
 
Stan Konstantaras 
Angel Ring Coordinator. 
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Special Projects – Fishing 4 Therapy 
Due to personal ongoing health issues, the programme has been stopped for the present time with 
no date for its restart. 
 
All funds have been exhausted, including the finalisation of grants from DPI. 
 
Our hosting partner relationship with Centennial Parklands has now ended with any future sessions 
being run at various locations around Sydney Harbour. 
 

T.Steiner 

Tony Steiner 
Special Projects Officer 
Fishing 4 Therapy 
ANSA NSW. 
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Special Projects – NEWTAG Report 
Great Swordfish Race 
This Great Swordfish Race Project aims to provide data on this exciting new fishery, including 
information on the timing and availability of swordfish in Eastern Australian waters, whether swords 
return to the same grounds seasonally and their suitability for catch and release. 
 
This research will help us to learn more about the recreational swordfish fishery in NSW to 
maximise its potential while ensuring the longevity of the fishery is maintained. 
 
DPI is undertaking the project with the Australian National Sportfishing Association (NSW) and the 
NSW Game Fishing Association. A small team of NSW-based game and sportfishing swordfish 
experts will be provided with the sat tags to enable the collection of data. 
 
Data from this project will be used as part of a larger swordfish project being undertaken by Dr 
Sean Tracey of the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies in Hobart, with similar objectives 
completed in Tasmania and currently underway in Victoria. 
 
Pop-up satellite archival tags (PSATs) are used to track the movement of marine animals, 
particularly highly migratory species such as sharks, tuna and billfish. The tags are like mini 
computers that are externally attached to the fish and travel along with the fish whilst logging 
information on water depth, light levels and temperature, and gathering information on its location 
(geolocation).  This allows us to gain a greater understanding of the behaviour of the fish, their 
migratory patterns and catch and release survival.  The great benefit of satellite tags is that they do 
not have to be retrieved to collect the recorded information. After a predetermined time (twelve 
months) the tag decouples from the fish and ‘pops-off’, floating to the surface. The tag then 
transmits the data that it has stored whilst it has been underwater to orbiting satellites that pass 
overhead. This data is then relayed back to DPI. 
 
The project will provide us with data on the exciting new recreational fishery including information 
on the timing and availability of swordfish in NSW, whether swordfish tend to return back to the 
same grounds seasonally and their suitability for catch and release. DPI is undertaking the project 
with the Australian National Sportfishing Association (NSW) and NSW Game Fishing Association. 
 

 
Satellite tags and rigged circle hooks ready for action. 

 
 

NEWS FLASH!!  September 2019 
Swordfish sat tag pops off west of Lord Howe Island! 
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Chris Cleaver and the swordfish that was tagged in April. 

 
The first satellite tag, deployed on a swordfish off Sydney has popped off. The 30kg fish was 
tagged at the end of April by Chris Cleaver and Ryan Camlin and popped off east of the Dampier 
Ridge at the end of July. This is an early release for the tag; however this is a common occurrence 
for satellite tags and has still provided us with plenty of interesting info.  
 
The tag showed that it still had the pin intact and from the data received it looks as if the tag just 
pulled out the fish early. The depth data in the image below shows that the swordy carried out the 
normal diurnal pattern of diving deep during the day (around 400- 600m+) and rising near to the 
surface at night. There appears to be some change to the behaviour around the end of May, where 
the daytime dives don’t go as deep (150 – 300m+) before the normal dive pattern to 500m+ 
resumes. You can see the surface water temperatures were relatively high at around 24 degrees 
when the fish was first tagged off Sydney and they steadily drop off to around 19 degrees when the 
tag popped off west of Lord Howe Island. The fish headed south towards the south east corner of 
Australia before it meanders eastwards and then heads on a more northerly bearing. 

 
Dive depth and temperature data collected from the tag. 

This track has been shared with Dr Sean Tracey of IMAS, who has previously carried out research 
on swordfish tagged off Tasmania and is currently studying fish tagged off Victoria. Dr Tracey 
shared a recent track of a Victorian fish tagged by Steve Taranto in May 2019 under a similar 
program being run out of Victoria by Dr Tracey who goes on to say Sean’s provided the following 
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“It’s worth noting that swordfish are notoriously difficult to generate good tracks for due to the diving 
behaviour that sees them spend most of their life in the dark.  The tracking model relies on trying to 
determine dawn and dusk times from the tag to estimate latitude and from there work out the noon 
time to estimate longitude. With swordfish spending much of their time in low light, this is 
particularly challenging. That is part of the reason that there are some jumps in the track and at 
times, the error balloons get bigger and may even throw up a couple of probable locations. That 
said “you can clearly see that the fish travelled south remaining fairly close to the shelf break 
before turning around somewhere adjacent to the southeast corner of Australia and heading up 
towards Lord Howe. This was a reasonably common northerly migration path taken by the fish that 
were tagged off Tasmania.” 
 
https://youtu.be/5p51EayoeSU 

 

 
 
We’ll keep you updated with this exciting project as news becomes available. 

 

C.Anagnostou 

Chris Anagnostou 
NEWTAG 
ANSA NSW Tagging Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/5p51EayoeSU
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        Champion Club Trophy 
YEAR CLUB 

1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 TIE 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 

St George Sportfishing Club 
Sydney Sportfishing Club 
Sydney Sportfishing Club 
Newcastle Sportfishing Club 
Bankstown Bluewater Fishing Club 
Newcastle Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Newcastle Sportfishing Club 
Nowra Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club / Newcastle Sportfishing Club 
Foster/Tuncurry Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
St George Sportfishing Club 
Nowra Sportfishing Club 
Trial Bay Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Nowra Sportfishing Club 
Port Stephens Rod and Reel Club 
Nowra Sportfishing Club 
Nowra Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Nowra Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
South Sydney Amateur Fishing Association 

2012        
2013              

Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 

2014 Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
2015 
2016 

Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 

2017 South Sydney Amateur Fishing Association 
2018 
2019 
2020 

South Sydney Amateur Fishing Association 
South Sydney Amateur Fishing Association 
Wollongong Sportfishing Club 
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    Tag and Release Trophy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

    
  
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

YEAR ANGLER CLUB 

1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 TIE 
1992 TIE 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 

Michael James 
Tim Simpson 
Stephen McMillan 
Steven Church 
Greg Clarke 
Steven Church 
Steven Church 
Jim Wray 
Jim Wray 
David Stone 
Steven Church 
Greg Clarke 
Andrew Lukaszewwicz 
Scott MacLean 
Bob Irvine 
Mark Williams 
Michael James 
Wayne Colling 
Wayne Colling 
Peter Sitarz 
Wayne Colling 
Wayne Colling 
Wayne Colling 
John Lazzaro 
Arthur Smith 
Arthur Smith 
Warren Sinclair 
Brian Schofield 
John Rankin 
Mario Imbriano 
Cassie Schofield 
Luke Dodd 

Newcastle SFC 
Barrenjoey SFC 
Bankstown BFC 
Coffs Harbour SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Coffs Harbour SFC 
Coffs Harbour SFC 
Coffs Harbour SFC 
Coffs Harbour SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Eden SGFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
South Sydney AFA 
Canberra FC 
Lake Macquarie SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Bermagui SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Eden S&GFC 
Eden S&GFC 
Canberra FC 
Eden S&GFC 
Wollongong SFC 

2010 
2011 

Silvestro Severi 
Chris Mcfayden 

South Sydney AFA 
Newcastle SFC 

2012 TIE    
2012 TIE        
2013         

Chris Anagnostou 
Chris Stolk 
Russell Emms 

South Sydney AFA 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 

2014 Russell Emms Wollongong SFC 

2015 
2016 

Russell Emms 
John Rankin 

Wollongong SFC 
Eden S&GFC 

2017 Lynette Robb Eden S&GFC 
2018 
2019 
2020 

Terry Tatton 
Terry Tatton 
Kurt Staples 

Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
ALBA 
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    Most Versatile Angler Trophy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR ANGLER CLUB 

1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 

Ian Campbell 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Cameron Jones 
Wayne Colling 
Greg Clarke 
Phillip Worsley 
Wayne Colling 
Wayne Colling 
Wayne Colling 
Terry Tatton 
Terry Tatton 
Robert Barrett 
Mark Rubie 
Phil Turner 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Greg Clarke 
Terry Tatton 
Chris Stolk 

Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Nowra SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
St George SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Nowra SFC 
St George SFC 
St George SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 

2014 Terry Tatton Wollongong SFC 
2015 
2016 

Terry Tatton 
Terry Tatton 

Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 

2017 Terry Tatton Wollongong SFC 
2018 Terry Tatton Wollongong SFC 
2019 Terry Tatton Wollongong SFC 
2020 Terry Tatton Wollongong SFC 
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Roy Winter Memorial Trophy 
Excellence in Rock Fishing 
The inception of the Roy Winter Memorial Trophy occurred during the mid 1970’s when Mr and Mrs 
Winter presented the Perpetual Trophy to ANSA in memory of their son Roy who passed away in his 
early 20’s before he could achieve his fishing goals. The trophy is not awarded as a matter of course 
each year but rather only when, if in the Committee’s opinion, a significant capture has been made 
from the rocks during the competition year. Entries are not called for with the winners name usually 
obtained from examining all rock captures made from the 12 Month Competition. 

YEAR ANGLER DESCRIPTION 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2020 

John Ashley 
David Mayne 
Ed Davis 
Wayne Poole 
Steven Goatcher 
Mark Wray 
Juha Sakkara 
Gavin Goodwin 
James Zsovar 
Not awarded 
Vic Caplikas 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 
Brett Harding 
Ian Beasley 
Greg Medhurst 
Jim Siarakas 
Not awarded 
Barry Preston 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 
Glen Beers 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 
Barron Lippel 
Dominic Casarotto 
Mark Rubie 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 
Matt Manson 
Shane Bourke 
Tomasz Szyszkowski 
 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 
Damian Thorpe 
Adam Dia 
Shane Bourke 
Gavin Beveridge 
Luke Nicholson 
Chris Scurfield 
Shane Burke 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 
Not awarded 

 
 
29.5 kg Longtail Tuna on 10kg line 
26.0kg Yellofin Tuna on 6kg line 
 
 
 
 
2.3kg Rock Blackfish on 1kg line 
 
110.0kg Black Marlin on 10kg line 
 
 
 
17.3kg Mulloway on 8kg line 
12.8kg Longtail Tuna on 4kg line 
47.0kg Black Marlin on 8kg line 
 
6.0kg Broadbill on 8kg line 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29.5kg Kingfish on 24kg line 
15.2kg Long Tail Tuna on 8kg line 
2.5kg Drummer on 1kg line 
 
 
13kg Groper on 8kg line 
29.5kg Cobia on 8kg line 
21.5kg Northern Bluefin Tuna on 10kg line 
and 23.5kg Northern BluefinTunaon15kg line 
 
 
28.0kg Northern Bluefin on 10kg line 
151.0kg Marlin – Black on 24kg line 
24.8kg Cobia on 10kg line 
18.10kg Northern Blue Tuna on 8kg line 
83.0kg Black Marlin on 24kg line 
60.0kg Southern Bluefin Tuna on 15kg line 
28.4kg Cobia on 15kg line 
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   Most Meritorious Capture Trophy 
YEAR ANGLER CLUB 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 TIE 
1994 TIE 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 

Kevin Champion 
Paul Kelton 
Garry Spruce 
Mich Micallef 
F Spruce 
Pat Henderson 
Ed Davis 
Phil Aylet 
Mark Nolan 
Greg Clarke 
Ben McKinnirey 
David Shearing 
Trevor Franklin 
Vic Caplikas 
David Rawlings 
Samantha Anderson 
Lloyd Anderson 
Michael Wright 
Guy Strange (Jnr) 
Barry Preston 
Cameron Jones 
Wayne Colling 
Glen Ward 
Phillip Dumpleton (Jnr) 
Nicholas Pearce (Jnr) 
Joshua Sweeny (Jnr) 
Peter Webster 
Scott Mitchell 
Paul Yatras 
Jay Maunder 
Wayne Colling 
Nancy Fitzpatrick 
Nathan Siarakas (Jnr) 
David Busuttil 
Arman Cokun 
Jason Simpson 
Mick Roberts 
Russell Emms 
Mary Worsley 
David Busuttil 

Nowra SFC 
Sydney SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
St George SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Narooma SFC 
Newcastle SFC 
Orange Ex Serv FC 
Canberra FC 
Wollongong SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Orange Ex Serv FC 
Culburra FC 
Western District SFC 
St George SFC 
St George SFC 
St George SFC 
Forster/Tuncurry SFC 
Byron Bay SGFC 
Nowra SFC 
St George SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Barrenjoey SFC 
Nowra SFC 
Culburra SFC 
Lake Macquarie SFC 
Nowra SFC 
Wollongong SFC 
Western Districts SFC 
Forster/Tuncurry SFC 
Trial Bay SFC 
Nowra SFC 
South Sydney AFA 
Botany Bay SFC 
Botany Bay SFC 
South Sydney AFA 
Narooma S&GFC 
Wollongong SFC 
St George SFC 
Botany Bay SFC 

2012 TIE Laine Bathis South Sydney AFA 
2012 TIE Aaron Anderson Wollongong SFC 
2013 Barry Preston Nowra SFC 
2014 Ryan Nemec South Sydney AFA 
2015 
2016 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2020 

Joshua Preston 
Chris Scurfield 
Dave Wylie 
Jose Vidovic 
Mary Worsley 
Not awarded 

Nowra SFC 
ALBAA 
Wollongong SFC 
Botany Bay SFC 
St George SFC 
 



NOTES 


