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ANSA NSW Branch Executive and 
Committee 2010/2011 
 

 

ANSA NSW Life Members 
 
Badge 1 Dick Lewers  Badge 2 Pat Hunter 

Badge 3 Hank Newman (Decôd)  Badge 4 (Decôd) Alex Blair 

Badge 5 Bob Dunn (Decôd)  Badge 6 Geoff Hawkins 

Badge 7  Mark McKinnirey  Badge 8 Gary Wade 

Badge 9 Bill Harvey    

 

COMMITTEE   

PRESIDENT Stan Konstantaras South Sydney AFA 

VICE PRESIDENT John Burgess South Sydney AFA 

SECRETARY 
 

Joe Garufi South Sydney AFA 

TREASURER Shane Jasprizza Canberra Fishermans Club 

MEMBERSHIP 
REGISTRAR 

Shane Jasprizza Canberra Fishermans Club 

RECORDER Mike Spitzer Sportfishing NSW 

MASTERS KEEPER Max Castle Sea Bees Boating Club 

TAGGING CATCH 
AND RELEASE 

Stan Konstantaras South Sydney AFA 
 

CLUB LIAISON/WEBSITE Joe Garufi South Sydney AFA 
 

PUBLIC OFFICER Yanko Serifi Wollongong SFC 

SUB COMMITTEE   

ANGEL RING PROJECT 
CO-ORDINATOR 
 
 

Stan Konstantaras South Sydney AFA 
 

ANGEL RING PROJECT 
NORTH COAST 

Yanko Serifi Wollongong SFC 

ANGEL RING PROJECT 
CENTRAL COAST 

Malcolm Poole South Sydney AFA 
 

ANGEL RING PROJECT 
SYDNEY 

Ron Abdilla Sea Bees BC 

ANGEL RING PROJECT 
SOUTH COAST 

Gordon Jobson Wollongong SFC 
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History of ANSA NSW Branch 
 
Date Line 
 
ü On the 12th August, 1967: ï Steering Committee was formed consisting of 

the following people: 
 
  PRESIDENT   John Bethune 
 
  SECTRETARY/ 
  TREASURER  John Erskine 
 
  PUBLICITY   Dick Lewers 
 
ü On the 4th May 1968: ï The NSW Branch of ANSA was formed with the 

following office bearers: 
 
  PRESIDENT   John Bethune 
 
  VICE PRESIDENT  Dick Lewers 
 
  SECTRETARY  Don Brooks 
 
  TREASURER  Hank Newman 
 
ü On the 13th November 1968, the St George Sportfishing Club became the 

first ANSA NSW affiliated club. 
 

ü On the 8th October 1986, ANSA NSW Branch became incorporated. 
 

ü On the 12th February 2000 ANSA NSW Branch became one of the 
founding members of the Recreational Fishing Alliance of NSW. 

 
ü 2007 ANSA celebrated 40 years. 
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ANSA NSW Branch Past Office Bearers 
 

 

YEAR PRESIDENT VICE 
PRESIDENT 

SECRETARY TREASURER 

1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 

J.Bethane 
R.Allen 
R.Allen 
R.Dunn 

R.Lewers 
R.Lewers 
R Dunn 
F Phillips 

R Lent 
R Lent 
R Horne 
R Horne 

R Lent 
R Lent 
R Horne 
R Horne 

     
1973 
(Adjourned) 
1974 
(Adjourned) 
1975 
(Adjourned) 

Nil 
 
Nil 
 
Nil 
 

Nil 
 
Nil 
 
Nil 

Nil 
 
Nil 
 
Nil 
 

Nil 
 
Nil 
 
Nil 
 

     
1976 R.Dunn F Phillips W Harvey W Harvey 
1978 
1980 
1982 
1984 
1986 
 
 
1988 
 
 
1990 
1992 
1994 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 

R.Dunn 
R.Dunn 
B.Ray 
G.Hawkins 
G.Hawkins 
 
 
G.Hawkins 
 
 
G.Hawkins 
W.Harvey 
W.Harvey 
G.Wade 
D.Shearing 
D.Shearing 
D.Shearing 
D.Shearing 
W.Harvey 
W.Harvey 
L.Waldock 
L.Waldock 
L.Waldock 
L.Waldock 
S.Konstantaras 
S Konstantaras 
S Konstantaras 
S Konstantaras 
S Konstantaras 
 

F Phillips 
W Harvey 
R Brinkworth 
M McKinnirey 
H Newman 
 
 
M McKinnirey 
 
 
S Church 
M McKinnirey 
M McKinnirey 
W Harvey 
W Harvey 
W Harvey 
W Harvey 
W Harvey 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
 
 

W Harvey 
B Ray 
T Redman 
K Bennett 
K Bennett 
S Church 
U Mitchell 
S Church 
G Hawkins 
U Mitchell 
U Mitchell 
J Scott 
G Wade 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
I Phillips 
I Phillips 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
Y Serifi 
J Garufi 

W Harvey 
T Botham 
E Davis 
E Davis 
E Davis 
 
 
G Wade 
 
 
G Wade 
S Livgst 
B Lloyd 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
J Burgess 
S Jasprizza 
S Jasprizza 
S Jasprizza 
S Jasprizza 
S Jasprizza 
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Presidentôs Report  
 
With another year behind us and what promised to be a new and exciting time 
within the recreational fishing scene of NSW as a result of a new Government 
has only meant that we, as ANSA NSW members and clubs need to get more 
involved at a local level and make our voices heard. We are faced with 
ñreviewò upon ñreviewò of marine parks, bag and size limits, threatened 
species and environmental impacts that we need to fully deal with as clubs 
and individuals and not just rely on others to convey our sentiments.  
 
Full credit to the new Government for winding back a few hastily cobbled 
together plans like Jervis Bay and Solitary Island Marine Parks and the GNS 
closures at South West Rocks. However, the ball is squarely back in our court 
as anglers to make sure the right messages are being heard where it matters. 
 
The effort and time taken to keep ANSA NSW running is showcased in this 
Annual Report and the commitment of the team at ANSA NSW to keep things 
on track is something I am proud of. In essence the jobs that guys like Mike 
Spitzer, Shane Jasprizza, John Burgess and Joe Garufi undertake are very 
involved and time consuming, so to those guys we should all be saying a big 
thank you. The work that Max, Tony and the rest of handle is also a testament 
to our willingness to keep ANSA NSW going as a team.  
 
It is not an easy task, but very rewarding when you see attendance is up at 
conventions, membership has not fallen and has gone up slightly and almost 
45% of our record claims are fish which we measure, not weigh with a fair 
majority of these being released. 
 
This is also a great chance for some of the bigger clubs within our ranks to put 
forward nominees from within their membership to help out at an ANSA NSW 
State level. Having a more diverse group of fishers with different fishing 
interests is something that lets us present a balanced approach when dealing 
with issues that affect ANSA NSW members. Here is your chance to help. 
Have a think about it. 
 
The year has finished on a high note, as detailed in the reports presented by 
the Committee in the Annual Report and highlights the work undertaken by all 
to keep ANSA NSW at the forefront within NSW. Make no mistake, in 2011 
the ANSA NSW brand is well recognised and acknowledged. The Angel Ring 
Project and the Fishing 4 Therapy Project may be the shining stars, but the 
behind the scenes work is where it matters and on this level we are providing 
level headed and sensible, constructive input in shaping the future of fishing 
within NSW. Surely this is enough motivation to get a few more ANSA NSW 
members involved at the State Executive level. 
 
Cheers and stay safe, 
 
Stan Konstantaras 
ANSA NSW President 
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Vice Presidentôs Report 
 
Another challenging and busy year for ANSA at both a Branch and National 
level. 
 
Our sport continues to be under constant threat from all sorts of forces, be 
they well intentioned but often misguided environmental groups or 
government at a commonwealth, state or local level.  The constant message 
being pedalled is that everyone else knows more and cares more about 
fishing and the marine environment than we fishers do. I donôt think so. 
We have seen the previous NSW government introduce new restrictions on 
fishing at grey nurse aggregation sites in the misguided belief that by making 
it harder to fish in these locations and by restricting the types of tackle that is 
permissible to use, the incidental hooking of these species will be minimised 
and the potential risk of extinction of the species reduced. ANSA is supportive 
of measures to protect and preserve grey nurse sharks but what we do want 
to see is a less emotional and more scientifically based case for grey nurse 
shark protection and the means by which this can best be achieved. It is 
gratifying that one of the first initiatives of the incoming NSW Coalition 
government was to reverse the previous governmentôs restriction decision and 
to call for a public review of GNS protection measures. ANSA has been 
actively involved  in the development of the 2010 GNS Recovery plan which 
has yet to be released by the commonwealth  and will draw upon this 
experience  to effectively contribute towards whatever plan of management 
the NSW government may evaluate as best for the protection of grey nurse 
sharks. 
 
Marine parks also continue to be a source of contention for most recreational 
fishers. While it is pleasing that the NSW Coalition government has placed a 5 
year moratorium on the creation of additional or new state marine parks, it is 
disappointing that the outgoing government chose to ignore most of the 
recommendations made by ANSA in terms of improved fishing access and 
safety as part of the recent Solitary Island and Jervis Bay marine park 
reviews. It is encouraging that the Coalition government also overturned the 
outcomes of these reviews and will be establishing an independent panel to 
review all state marine parks to ensure there is a correct balance between 
sustainable use of the marine environment and the conservation of marine 
biodiversity and to implement a marine park policy that is based on science. 
ANSA will endeavour to work with the government in a spirit of cooperation to 
fulfil these deserving goals and deliver the best outcome for recreational 
fishers. 
 
At a commonwealth level we experienced the farcical ban on the recreational 
take of mako sharks as a consequence of Australiaôs international treaty 
obligations to protect the species due to its classification as an endangered 
migratory species by members of the Bonn convention. Fortuitously after a 
coordinated campaign involving all major peak recreational fishing bodies, 
including ANSA, we able to have this ban lifted by the government. New ban 
threats have subsequently arisen in respect of mako, thresher and dusky 
whaler sharks and ANSA, in conjunction with other peak bodies, is again 
liaising with the commonwealth government to introduce management plans 
which will not adversely affect recreational fishing. 
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At a local level we have experienced a push by some local councils to impose 
bans on recreational fishing at public jetties and wharves. Some councils, in 
response to pressure from vocal environmental groups, have also called for 
the creation of additional and expanded sanctuary zones at popular fishing 
locations citing that our activities are cruel, anti social and destructive of the 
marine habitat and species such as blue groper. Fortunately with the benefit 
of science and good persuasion we have managed to head off most of these 
challenges but they keep on coming. 
 
ANSA is well represented on most of the bodies that influence and manage 
the direction of recreational fishing at both a state and national level. At a 
NSW level we do have ANSA members on ACoRF (Advisory Council on 
Recreational Fishing) and RFSTEC (Saltwater Trust Expenditure Committee) 
and we do have representation on a variety of other committees established 
by NSW Fisheries, NSW Maritime, Sydney Ports and other agencies with a 
focus on fisheries management, environmental management, fishing and 
boating safety and boat ramp installation and design.  ANSA did present 
constructive evidence at the NSW Recreational Fishing Inquiry and also 
participated in the 2010 review of the NSW Fisheries Management Act.  
ANSA NSW is a founding and active member of the NSW Recreational 
Fishing Alliance and works closely with all recreational fishing stakeholders. 
Nationally ANSA has representatives on the Commonwealth Recreational 
Fishing Round Table and the Recreational Fishing Advisory Committee and is 
regularly consulted by the commonwealth on all manner of topics that have a 
nexus with fishing and resource management. ANSA is also a founding 
member of and has a close working relationship with Recfish Australia which 
is the recognised national peak body for recreational fishing. 
 
Looking ahead there will undoubtedly be many more challenges for ANSA at a 
state and national level and there will be no respite from  the pressure groups 
who want to see us hang up our rods and lines and move onto other more 
passive pursuits. In the short term our main goal will be to continue to 
advocate for the preservation and enhancement of recreational fishing access 
and the creation of more recreational fishing havens within NSW and better 
access to our freshwater dams and reservoirs. We will actively promote the 
merits of more artificial reefs in both estuary and offshore waters and in 
particular within state marine park boundaries. 
 
ANSA will also at a national level continue to engage in meaningful dialogue 
with the commonwealth and its various agencies to ensure that the planned 
roll out of the network of commonwealth  marine protected areas has proper 
regard for the interests and concerns of recreational fishers. To date our voice 
has been heard and the impact of commonwealth MPAs on recreational 
fishing has been minimal. It is to be hoped that this good track record will 
continue as the new MPAs for the West, North and Eastern zones roll out over 
the coming year. We will also promote the case for government investment in 
recreational fishing having regard to its important and substantive socio 
economic contribution to the health and well being of the nation and its 
citizens.  
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Closer to home we will continue to stridently promote the ANSA brand and the 
preservation of ANSAôs reputation as the sporting body of choice for all active 
and responsible recreational fishers.  Our ethos and leadership in promoting 
environmentally sustainable fishing via the use of biodegradable line, 
breakaway traces and the promotion of capture and release in competitions, 
record charts and general fishing is unique and is to be admired. 
 
Thanks to all my committee colleagues both at a branch and national level 
and all ANSA members generally for making life so interesting, challenging 
and rewarding. 
 
John Burgess 
Vice President ANSA NSW 
Executive Officer ANSA National 
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Secretary/Club Liaison Officerôs Report 
 
My first year as ANSA NSW secretary has proven to be an added challenge to 
my already hectic club liaison officerôs role. Mail came in, mail went out, 
problems and other issues resolved. Job done!! 
 
There were several promotions during the past year, the biggest being the 
Columbia Sportswear promotion. Clubs took the offer up readily and hundreds 
of shirts were purchased, embroided and dispatched. And why not, they were 
a steal. 
 
There have been several ANSA NSW committee meetings and several 
tightlines bulletins distributed with the next one to be issued not long after the 
delegates meeting, annual general meeting and the presentation night. Donôt 
forget clubs are free to attend committee meetings if you like. It probably 
would not be a bad idea to come and see how things are run at a State level. 
Who knows, we might even get some new bloody on the committee. 
 
The Email Database 
 
The ANSA NSW email database currently hosts all ANSA NSW affiliated 
Clubs. Most of the Clubs on the database have minimum one contact. In total, 
the database hosts more than 100 points of contact, which includes 
Sportfishing NSW members. Receiving information electronically has 
definitely changed the operations of ANSA NSW. ANSA NSW now operates 
more efficiently and their capability for distributing up to date information 
quickly is second to none. 
 
Concerns are still with the clubs channelling information onto their own 
members from ANSA NSW, but there is evidence that it is happening. Some 
of the larger Clubs are passing on the information ANSA NSW sends out as 
they see necessary, but there are concerns with many of the other affiliated 
smaller Clubs, especially those that do not put out a newsletter. Hence, what 
we would like to suggest, especially for the smaller Clubs is that you give 
ANSA NSW as many email contacts as possible for your Club members.  
 
The Website. 
 
The ANSA NSW website has been maintained regularly through the past 
2010/2011 year and is currently up to date. Please remember that our website 
is also a tool for distributing information, so make sure you visit at least once a 
month for any new updates. Not all information is distributed direct via email.  
 
Tightlines, 
 
Joe Garufi 
Secretary/Club Liaison Officer 
ANSA NSW Branch 
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Treasurerôs Report  
 
Presented on the following pages are the financial statements for the 2010-11 
year.  The year saw us finish with a small cash deficit of $454.49, primarily 
due to unexpected capital expenditure (computer replacement and printer 
purchase), as well as membership revenue being behind expectations.  Other 
expenditures remain fairly consistent with past years, with reasonable savings 
being made from the printer purchases and printing certificates in house.   
 
We maintained a healthy bank balance of $20,810, which provides plenty of 
buffer for any lean years, but also provides scope for providing additional and 
enhanced services to members.  So if clubs have any ideas on how ANSA 
can return benefits to members, be sure to let the Committee know. 
 
2010-11 saw ANSA NSW receive around $40,000 of the funding from the 
NSW license trusts to continue the ongoing installation and maintenance of 
Angel Rings around the State.  Stan introduced a more equitable 
reimbursement rate for volunteers using their own vehicles to install and 
maintain rings and the work continues in earnest.  The costs of satellite 
tracking of selected rings have been another significant expense item.  See 
Stanôs report elsewhere for more details on the Angel Rings project. 
 
ANSA NSW also received $9,000 in funding from the NSW Government to 
fund a series of fishing workshops for special needs groups.  Stan and Bill 
Harvey assisted Tony Steiner to get this project up and running, with Tony 
running the workshops at Centennial Park.  I donôt want to steal Tonyôs 
thunder, but I urge you all to read his report on this project.  If it doesnôt put a 
lump in your throat and bring a tear to your eye, you should check yourself for 
a pulse.  Iôm sure Tony has scope for additional volunteers to assist with this 
fantastic initiative. 
 
 
 
Cheers 
 
Shane Jasprizza 
Treasurer, ANSA NSW Branch 
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Membership Registrarôs Report 
 
It is with great pleasure that I report an increase in membership for the past 
year.  Total membership numbers for 2010-11 were 1,116, a small increase 
on the 1,100 members last year, but an increase nonetheless.  Direct 
membership via Sportsfishing NSW held its own, with 43 members again this 
year.  It will be interesting to see if the launch of our online direct membership 
(via PayPal) will pay dividends with increased membership in the future. 
 
In 2010-11, we welcomed 2 new clubs, the Solitary Islands Game Fishing 
Club and the Toongabbie Sports Fishing Club.  We hope this can be a long-
lasting relationship.  Unfortunately we said goodbye to a couple of clubs, so 
the total number of financial clubs remained at 32. 
 
Total membership by club and membership type is below, including a 
comparison to the last 2 years.   
 

 
For the first time in several years, the NSW Committee approved an increase 
in membership fees for the 2011-12 year.  This modest increase, from $19 to 
$20 for a senior and $24 to $25 for a family, should help us cover predicted 
cost increases and maintain or enhance member services into the future. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Shane Jasprizza 
ANSA NSW Membership Officer 
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Recorderôs Report  
 
Well the end of the 2010-2011 angling year has come and gone, and the new 
2011-2012 angling year has begun. 
For the compilation of the results this year, I have extracted data from multiple 
databases that reflect the changes over the last several years, in comparison 
from year to year. I hope that supplying this information will assist clubs to 
identify and focus on some areas and encourage their Clubs and Anglers to 
actively participate more or submit claims in areas that they have not thought 
of before. 
 
12-Month Competition 
The competition looked to be over in the middle of the month of June with 
Wollongong SFC far ahead of any of the other clubs. But things changed 
quickly over the last two weeks of the year and a concerted effort and a 
significant number of entries were received from South Sydney AFA. This 
effort managed to see South Sydney AFA take the trophy by a very slim 
margin of only 1.5points, followed by Wollongong SFC in 2nd place. The 
Australian Land Based Anglers Association took out 3rd place, this is a great 
result as they are a new club to ANSA and all their claims were land based 
(just goes to show that you donôt have to own a boat to catch some great 
fish!). 
 
Full results as follows: 
South Sydney AFA   41 
Wollongong SFC   39.5 
ALBAA    17.5 
St George Sportfishing Club 14 
Botany Bay SFC   11 
Newcastle Sport Fishing Club 7 
Canberra Fishermans Club 5 
Nowra Sport Fishing Club  3 
 
The competition finished with 38 anglers that will be presented certificates for 
1st to 3rd place in the divisions available. 
 
The length only divisions were well contested and many anglers were 
regularly upgrading their fish throughout the year. 
 
The winner of the Most Versatile Angler was successful in entering 19 
different species of fish, which is impressive. This division does not score 
points for the 12ïMonth competition. 
 
NSW Records (2010-2011) 
The number of records entered was down on the previous year, this seems to 
be predominantly in the senior section. I urge members to submit claims for 
their captures, and to encourage other members who they fish with to do the 
same. 
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ANSA Convention Circuit 
Another good year, with participation being increased significantly over the 
last years. I believe the changes that were made to the point allocation per 
convention at the beginning of the year have encouraged more anglers to 
make the effort to attend a convention. 
 
The spirit of the ACC has always been to encourage members to get out and 
support the hosting clubs and enjoy the social as well as competitive nature 
that the convention brings out in anglers. The emphasis has always been on 
rewarding attendance, and not rewarding angling capability and success. The 
conventions cater for this directly in the prizes and presentations awarded, 
and ideally that is what the 12ïMonth Competition and State Records is there 
to do. 
 
Most Meritorious Capture 
There were four nominations this year for this award, each making a great 
story of a really good fish capture. 
Please note that any ANSA member with a fish caught in NSW can be 
nominated for this award. There is an official form on the ANSA website that 
can be downloaded and allows all the details to be entered and then sent on 
to me. I encourage members to nominate a noteworthy capture. 
 
Roy Winter Memorial Trophy in Rock Fishing 
A number of significant captures were made this year and the committee has 
unanimously agreed that this award will be presented this year. 
 
Finally, please ensure that you read the 12-Month rules for the 2011-2012 
angling year that have been released, as well as the ACC requirements, this 
will assist you to process your entries and claims correctly. These are all 
available on the ANSA NSW website. 
 
The zero tolerance policy of returning incomplete entries and claims is 
enforced without question. The club recorders are getting a polite óRejection 
Letterô with the returned documents. If the entries and claims are re-received 
within the 35days from the original date of capture they are processed, 
otherwise they are filed unprocessed. Unfortunately some claims were 
rejected this year as they were not returned to me in time. 
 
I look forward to receiving all of your entries and claims and will endeavour to 
provide regular updates throughout the year. 
 
Good luck and ótight linesô for the 2011-2012 angling season. 
 
Mike Spitzer 
ANSA NSW State Recorder 
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